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ABSTRACT 

                          Amitav Ghosh is a Bengali Indian creator, a start of English writing in India, most popular for his 

works in the English language. Right now, problematizes country as he continued looking for uniqueness. Further, 

the original copy subverts thoughts of reality idea that are established in social, sociological and verifiable real 

factors while it uncovered the flightiness of numerous sorts of lines, outskirts both individual and political. Despite 

the fact that the individual and political are entrapped "Country" introduces itself as a pivotal string on the peruser's 

sensibilities. His move towards disengagement implicates in itself the sentiments of the characters brings about the 

type of acknowledgment and isolation.  

Keywords: Individuality, Nation, Border.  

Introduction 

                            Ghosh's second novel 'The Shadow Lines' is best perused as a novel that questions a political 

awareness cleansed in the pot of national partitions. This epic is increasingly bleak, less luxurious in its legislative 

issues, and very ravishing in the force with which its conventional tests in persistence and area resound specifically. 

It is the tale of the loved ones of the anonymous storyteller which has its underlying foundations in more extensive 

national and worldwide experience. In the novel, the past, the present and the future join and dissolve together 

nullifying any sort of line of limit. The content arrangements with the weights of our period, the quest for 

personality, the requirement for autonomy, the troublesome relationship with lofty culture. The Shadow Lines 

blends truth, fiction and memory.  

                              The Shadow Lines maybe speaks to Ghosh's most immediate conflict with enthusiasm and 

national distinction and it is simultaneously about each character's very own uniqueness. Both in Political Science 

and Geography there is a particular meaning of a country or a nation. A man's living of present, past just as future is 

associated with his own nation or national land or country. Inside the law-production framework it is a standard that 

a nation will keep up the privileges of individuals of that nation yet when the state is inadequate to hold up under the 

responsibility of a man, his entire individual is at best. On the foundation of that catastrophe Amitav Ghosh 

composes a novel "The Shadow Lines". This paper sets out to contextualize 'Country,' through a perusing of this 

novel.  

REALM AS SELFNESS  

                           The gestate of terms like country making, autonomy, nationality and their attitude on character 

appear to be in shakiness instead of fixed, they are forms as opposed to finished items. This is observable, as social 

or sociological ideal models are strong and precarious; they change, modify and revamp themselves because of a 

few components like legislative issues, strict conviction and verbal correspondence. Notwithstanding such 

improvement, against the environmental factors of a grouping of opposing components referenced over that 

continually change the social condition, it turns out to be dynamically progressively precarious to thing of the 

'Country' in perpetual ways. The examination of the country at that point, of prerequisite, must move along the 
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operational through procedure of corrections and redefinitions. However, it is useful to take a gander at the issue 

from a social understanding, for the novel distinguishably shows that social arrangements are the locales inside 

which one's nationality or character uniqueness might be developed.  

                               Positively, the storyteller, Tridib and the grandma – despite their disparities in age, setting, 

standards and changing points of view on reality, share an intuitive Indianness, yet an elusive plan of patriotism, 

which Ila, the Indian situated in the West can't imagine, thus can't be a piece of. Here what Benedict Anderson needs 

to state about the country is very illuminating. "The country is an envisioned political network. This makes it 

feasible for passionate affinities to surpass some problematic cacophonies, along these lines making space for 

knowledge of nationness and patriotism". The storyteller's grandma, for event, is one such character who fits in with 

this conclusion and for whom the country is an away from of personality. She is a votary of the country in 

knowledge where none of the other character is. Truth be told, she establishes a legitimate perspective on the 

country against which the perspectives of others like those of Tridib, Ila and the storyteller, might be shallow. In 

spite of the fact that she lives in the unmoving past, the truth of nationhood is to a great extent consistent for her 

situation. As an impassioned and aggressor patriot, she stresses over her old uncle vanishing in a nation not his own, 

nearly disposed of and alone in mature age. She discloses to her child,  

                                         It doesn't make a difference whether we perceive one another or not.                                                         
                                         We are a similar substance, a similar blood, a similar bone  
                                         what's more, presently finally, after such a long time, maybe we'll be  
                                         Ready to present appropriate reparations in light of such sharpness and  
                                         hatred (page.129).  
 

                               It is clear that she thinks about the ties of blood and nationhood, and is prepared to give up the 

sharp recollections of family quarrels. It is energizing to take note of that the psychological militants mindful her, 

and she needed to act like them for her freedom. Because of the storyteller's enquiry, whenever given an opportunity 

would she have slaughtered the English officer, she says:  

                                          I would have been unnerved, [...]. Be that as it may, I would have petitioned  
                                          God for quality, furthermore, God willing, indeed, I would have slaughtered him. 
                                          It was for our opportunity: I would have effectively been free (page. 39).  
 

                             Her endeavour for opportunity is, clearly, undertaking for achieving nationhood; and she is set up 

to take care of it. In any case, Tha'mma feels that Ila doesn't segregate the genuine soul of England, and, along these 

lines, doesn't have the specific to remain there.  

                                         Everybody who lives there has earned his entitlement to be there with blood:  
                                         With their siblings' blood and their dads' blood and their children's blood.  
                                         They know they're a country since they've drawn their fringes with blood (SL.85)  
 

                            Her activist patriotism comes out clearly when she clarifies the confidence of Englishmen and 

relates it to the Indian setting, in this manner:  

                                            War is their religion. That is the stuff to make a nation. When that happens 
                                            Individuals overlook they were brought into the world either, Muslim or Hindu, 
                                            Bengali or Punjabi: They become a family conceived of a similar pool of blood.  
                                            That is the thing that you need to accomplish for India, don't you see? (SL86).  
 
                            What's more, once more, her patriot enthusiasm gets articulated when she parts with her 

impeccable accessory, the primary blessing that she had gotten from her significant other after her marriage, for the 

war money in 1965. She legitimizes her activity to her grandson, saying: 
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                                               I parted with it [...] I offered it to the store for the war. 
                                               I needed to, don't you see? For the wellbeing of you; for your  
                                               Freedom. We need to murder them before they execute us; we  
                                               need to clear them out.' What's more, she proceeds, 'this is the  
                                               main possibility [...]. The one and only one. We're battling them  
                                               appropriately finally, with tanks and weapons and bombs (SL 237)  
 
                              The more youthful age in the novel is on edge, they have inborn a country enduring with 
difference and disunity. It can blast up at the smallest irritation. There were frenzy in Calcutta. He and his 
classmates had out of nowhere felt confounded in their own territory, as the city had betrayed them; and they were 
dazed with dread. While reflecting upon this experience as a grown-up he says:  
 

It is a dread that happens to the information that regularity is absolutely 
unforeseen, that the spaces that encompass one, the avenues that  
one inhabits, can become, out of nowhere and all of a sudden,  
as antagonistic as a glimmer flood,'It is the whole subcontinent that  
encounters it, and it is this which separates it from the remainder  
of the world – not language, not nourishment, not music. 'It is the 
unique nature of depression,' he lets us know 'that becomes out of the war  
between oneself furthermore, one's picture in the mirror' (SL 204).  
 

The picture is, clearly of a dangerous, awful reality that one attempts futile to battle with. It is 
with regards to this stunning experience that he learns another significance of 'separation'. He comprehends that 
space implied development, yet through his prompt comprehension, he discovers that spaces can get interconnected 
through shared contention or common concern, regardless of separation. The robbery of the leftover at Hazartbal 
Mosque can be utilized as a structure to explain this thought. It concerned Hindus and Muslims the same. The 
objectives of the agitators were not individuals, neither Hindus nor Muslims nor Sikhs yet things related to the 
legislature and the police. Be that as it may, at Khulna in East Pakistan a show in challenge the robbery of the 
remainder had turned rough, activating savagery in the neighboring towns and Dhaka. In this way, even Calcutta had 
ejected. Dhaka and Calcutta these zones were secured in an unsalvageable evenness through examples of common 
conflictand shared concern of the individuals, on the two sides of the fringe.  
 

Similarly, Robi endures the punishment of the country in disarray, however in a substantially more 
upsetting way. His senior sibling, Tridib, had got slaughtered in an uproar in Dhaka, and he happened to be a quiet 
observer to this frightful episode. The most troubling segment of the content is the record of Tridib's demise, given 
fifteen years after the occasion just because by his sibling Robi. Robi has been returned to by a similar alarming for 
long years and he tells it in an incredible and restless blend of dream and dream.  
 

On the off chance that lone that fantasy would leave, I would  
resemble others; I would be free. I would have offered anything  
to be liberated from that memory' (SL 246).  

 
A possibility comment by a Bangladeshi server in a modest eatery in London had opened up cuts 

of difficult recollections in Robi's brain. Therefore Robi, the storyteller and Ila stand together. This impactful cry of 
torment and defencelessness should render pointless, practically, all painstakingly built hypotheses of the country. 
The core of agony, the focal point of the horde towards which Tridib courageously strolls swallows Tridib as well as 
all feeling of shrewdness and reasonability that makes individuals sympathetic. The agonizing demise of his sibling, 
Robi motivation on the word 'free', and sees it as a 'fantasy'. As one who was depended with the activity of running a 
region, he would have provided orders for the slaughtering of the fear mongers on the off chance that they were 
working there-that was the value they ought to be eager to pay for protecting their solidarity and opportunity, he told 
his officials. Also, when he returned home, he found an anonymous letter, sitting tight for him. It stated:  
 

We will get you, not all that much, we need to execute  
you for our opportunity. It would resemble perusing my own  
discourse deciphered on a mirror. And afterward I ponder internally  
for what reason don't they draw a huge number of little lines through  
the entirety subcontinent and give each and every spot another name?  
What might it change? It is illusion; the entire thing is a hallucination.  
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In what manner can anybody separate a memory? (SL 246-47)  
 

Opportunity, at that point is an 'illusion'. In the event that opportunity were plausible through 
killings, at that point Tridib's demise would have liberated him. However, the truth of the matter is that a possibility 
comment by a server in a bistro sets his hand shaking like a leaf, fifteen years after the unpleasant demonstration, a 
great many miles away in another mainland. Indeed, even the division and subdivision of the mainland can't change 
the discouraging circumstance.  
 
Conclusion 
 

The different areas of The Shadow Lines rehash that individual flexibility is peculiarly connected 
with political real factors that are regularly inconvenient and problematic; and, along these lines, no opportunity is 
unambiguous. Opportunity for one lot of individuals is achieved at the expense of others and hence thoughts of 
opportunity are both dubious and shadowy, no fact is each target and no opportunity unqualified. Idea of freedom 
resembles shadow lines, at times shadowy and hallucination like, yet regularly, genuine and unbendingly drawn. The 
fringes or the shadow lines are not constantly conceivable to see from the window of a plane however they are 
difficult to violate without causing fierce conduct and slaughter  
 

The logical inconsistencies in the term 'Country' are proposed through the perplexing type of this 
novel. Despite the fact that the country is critical to the conceptualization, degree and structure of The Shadow 
Lines, incidentally it turns into an impalpable and shadowy individual, as the main heroes in the show can't 
comprehend its thunderous inconsistencies. The grandma who had passionately clung on to her space in the 
chronicled depiction, and who comprehends the powers of history-considering them to be impetuses of social 
change, is dead; and the more youthful people in the novel are disinclined to take on the cover at this stage. They 
need to be people as opposed to be pugnacious residents, with unqualified reliability to the country state. Ila, Robi 
and the storyteller various variants of the post-pioneer Indian, attempt to battle with the truth in their own random 
manner. In spite of the fact that they murmured the limits between countries to be the shadow lines, they discovered 
them encouraging disruptiveness and carnage  
 

The structure of the novel is a mind boggling jigsaw conundrum painstakingly made with its 
pieces clearly sprinkled about with aimless discretion. Both the storyteller and the peruser find through this 
innovative structure that the world is certifiably not a straightforward spot that can be found in a chart book. Despite 
the fact that the strong lines that different the countries may not be plainly noticeable, they are in certainty an 
unchangeable reality, as they lead to political antagonistic vibe and fierce gore.  
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